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THE AURORA BOREALIS.

A BRILLIANT DISPLAY LAST NIGHT.

THE HEAVENS ABLAZE FYOR MORE THAN
TWO HOURS—EVFECT ON THE TELE-
GRAPH WIRES—MESSAGES SENT BY THE
AURORAL CURRENT TO PHILADELPHIA,
ALBANY, MONTREAL, BOSTON, AND
OTHER POINTS.

Such & brilliant display of northern lights
a8 was seen in this City last night bas uwot been
witnossed tor soveral years. There was DO
aurora at all  last year, and mnot since
the wonderful oxhibition  of the Spring
of 1869 has anytbing so subltme  been
observed a3 the play last night of tho fire that
glowed vividly from horizon to zenith for more than
two hours, and Itngered until pearly midoightin
flickoring flames. The light began to bo visible
soon after aunset, when it appeared a3 a low arch
which scxrcely showed itself above the tops of
buildings. 'Chis arch rose steadily until about 8
o'clock, when it had advanced about one-half of the
distance to the zenith. The arch was a well-defined
one, of a uniform pale blue tint; and beneath
it was a clear durk space, oot of woich
the atars shone brightly., Toward 7 o'cluck
the color of tbe arch became brighter near the
western horlzon, and increased 1n intensity until it
soemed to change gradually to a vivid green, and
white rays shot down from the centre of the arch tc
the horizon, This play of the light continued for
gseveral minutes, when, suddenly, a pumber of thin,
lunce-like flarues shotup trom tho western end of
the arch, and fn a moment the whole length
of the avch was Dbroken 1nto similm
forte of light thst reacbed qaite op fC
tbe zenith, The ohaunges trom that time for
ward undl 10 o'clock wore too tapia pod

various to be described. The grand arch that had
* ppanued the northern sky was brolen into hugo
magses of green and blue light, which varied ouh-
stantly 1 intensity, and which wers ever in mo-
tion,” The torked appearances continuwed for o
time, wheon tliere wass auother instautaneous
chinge, and the light seemed spread outin filmy
sheets that overspread the enlire heavens to the
zenith, Witk this change Legan o flickering and
waving  motion  that  way  bew:tldenng  to
the eyo thut watched ir, yot possessed
a fascination 1or the behulder which would not per-
© i him to withdraw from ics contomplation. Tho
| waves of light were incessantin their movewouts,
aud played fur up overhead like the flashos of Suw-
mer lightmng, 8o thin and gauzy thut the faintese
stars were seen through the glowing mass. Svon
after 10 o'clook the display faded, although the
waving lights still appeared. Then, as it tho heav-
enly torces had pathered thewseives up for
a lgat effort, there .was a remewal of the
shooting and weving sheets of fire, and streatus
. ot lame pouzed forth with intense 1adiance toward
a lotty central point overhead. At no time duting
the prevalenco of the aurcra wers any ot tbe red
! tints secn which commounly accompany such phe-
noweus, but the extent and brllisnce of the ex-
hibition were wonderfully grand. Crowds of per-
sons gathered {n the streots to vbserve the play of
tiie lights and to admire the streams ot flame which
wore poured forth from the hotizon and expauded
. themselvas in the zenith,

The effect ¢n the telegraph wires over a lavge
ares of country was to disturb them notably. At
the Western Union Tolegraph Office iu this City
ali the quadruplex struments weroparalyzed, and
1t Was Decessary iu the case of a number of cirenits
to muke new adjustments o uvercome the disturb-
ing influssce. Experiments were made truw the
moment the current began to affect the wires, and
the galvanuicoter was empluyed to note the move-
meut of the current from vorth to south, and trow
south back apain to nmorth. The delicate needle
of tuo gulvaoometer obeyed every ‘‘shuking of
the bauners” as Mr. Dolan, the eleotricisn in
charge, termed the moevemeonc of the electric lighty
—and it would vibrate slowly back and lorward
frow positive to negative poles, or dauce wildly if
tho teathery lines in the sky were very active, ‘Lhy
carrent lasc might was not s0 powertul at any time
ay it was for mowents oo the 17th ot October, 1872
On that date there were uno hights visible, but tor
au  hour messapes were sent iu the midst
of a pouring rain storm, Frow 9 o'clock untit nid-
pight the wires were lust mzht so thoroughly
chargod that with the batteries disconnected it wus
nossible to commuunlcate wich auy distant poiuts.
It was tound thal the current prevailed much rmors
powerfully on the wwest bauk ot the Nurth River
thun ou the east. Moatreal wus in uuintetrupted
cotsmuuication with the New-York ofles witbout
the use ot the battery. Bostou, Philudelphia, Bal-
timore, and Washington were atsv spoken with,
Business was sxchanged with Albany ror a loug
time by means of the curreat, 14 being stronger be-
tween this City and Albauy than in any other di-
rection, The chief of the Albany otHee was called
upon 10 describo the effoct produced upon the oflles
st bis end ot the ling, and be sent s digpatch ot 100
words without intercuption. At 16:55 the current
loft the wirea altogether, but at 11:U51t charged
them again as powortully as ever, altooupgh thers
wore then only o few faint feather lines of
the brilhant display vigivle fn the skies.  Lhe gai
vanomuter fudicated that tne stormn was gomng
back irom south to moith, Mr. Doisn took a re.
porter of TUE T'DLE3 vat upon the balcony and
showed bim a low line of what at flrst appeared to
ve leecy clouds hauging over the Brooklyn shore.
They were not  clouds, however, he  ex-
plained, but aurora, tor they moved rapidly
ulong, and the bright hgzhts behind stone through
just as the siare shue through similur ¢louds which
bad appeared an hour bufore overhesd. Mr. Dotan
belteved ihat thu auroral exhlbition wouald be tol.
jowed by warmer weatuer, and that it was undoubt.
edly the result of an effort to restore sv equilibrium
of electricity betwesn the earth and the atmos.
phere,
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