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‘[BY DIRECT WIKE TO.THE T-MES.Y -

HICAGO, Oct. 2t.—[Exc!usive . Dis-

patch.] With an electrical storm

centering oter, Chicago, a Tave
-display of the aurora borzalis was seen
In the heavens early .this morning.

The play of the electric forces {nter- |

rupled telegraphic commualcation in '
all parts of the country and affected .
th2 Chicugo telepiicne service for min-
uits at a2 time. The atmospaeric dis-
turbance began at 1:30 o'clock in the
morning, and -reached lts climax at
8:30 o'clock, when it was said that
Chlcago wires had hecome surcharged
with 65 volts of ‘electricity, or enoug\
to kill 2 man,
- It was posslbie. to send’ telegrnphl*
messages whar the wires ‘ran parallel
to the trend of the waves of .the elec-
trical currents, but no messuges could
.be forved over wires that ran across
them.

"My attention was fifst called to the
phenomena “half:- an -hour after mid~
night,” sajd J. E. Pettit, chief operator
of the Postal Telegraph Company. in
Chicago. *when’ 1 learmed@ that the
wires of the telegraph lnes of the
Canadian Paciic .from Montreal 4o
Vancouver -and Qregon -were severely
affected.” It was the most severe elec-
trical storm in the city for flve years.
The storm extends half around the
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, globe. It is duec, I Ddelleve, 1o sun
i spots, wiich are always accompanied |
by a display of the auyora vorealis.”™

‘ A dispatch from New

| brilliant display. of * thg, aurera .ipter-

"rcred with telegrapalc service jn ‘that

| vicinity. Both telegrapas ‘companien re-

port trouble with- thelr wires, and al
cablegTams: were  sccepted sublect to
delay.

From Duluth a dispatch was received
-saying that brilllant northern l:ghts il-
lumined the heavens for hall an hour
after midnight. -The display was pro-
nounced the most beautiful ever seen
along the southern shores of Lake Su-
perior.

It was the first time the aurorz had
been dlatinctly vistble In Chicago for a
lonx perfod. By noon the storm ap-
purently had spent Its force. and the
wires ‘were falling back to their ner-
mal condition.
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