Norlhern L ights Seen In Atlanta Monday Evening
Paul Warwi
TheAtlanta CDnsmuuon (1881-2001); Mar 23, 1920; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1925)

pg. 1

(Northern Lights
Seen In Atlanta
Monday Evening

Appearance Most Unus-
ual, This Being the First
Time for Twelve Years
Aurora Borealis Has
Been Seen Here.

He Panl Warwlole
= You can't stop Atlanta: now
she's seen the aurora borealis. Or
better, some of her citizens have
seen it, Which is quite a distin-
guishing feat for a city so near
the equatorial waistline of the
corpulent old world. Just a small
nortion commoner, is this view of
| the northern lights, in the north
'land. nearer to the home of polar
' bears and whale-blubber appetites.
’ But the northern light¢s did ap-
| pear off Atlanta’s northern horizon
on Monday evening., Quite a crew
of staid Atlantans were astounded
by the phenomenon, for they didn't
know whence, w‘hat, or why. Dark-
town darkened’ perceptibly, and Its
popular, prediction that prayer
/meetlngs will rival mullet suppers
for popularity 'with the dusky tribe
for a few days.

The hardened ‘old skeplics that
scoff like regular humans breathe—
regularly until they die—snatched
at the contention that somebody
was advertising a new brand of
chewing-gum or hair net. The
quite unixersal and bibulous class
,believed it had found another ad-
‘verse test for the lumber yard at-
tributes of alcohol.

Nice Appearing Aurora.

But it was a fairly nice appear-
ing old aurora., It had all thie in-
dications of a success, with its
white, waving steamers, and a
Hazler sort-of glow that seemed
to desire a central location In the
display of -etheral incandescence.

The peculiar electrical event
particularly noticeahle in the 1 w-
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ered cfficiency of telegraph instru

ments.  Service was slowed up t:}
& greiat extent on all the lines for
a Whllféfon Tuesday evening, on ac-
count the ‘fact that the balance
was destroyed between the aerlal
and ground wires which provide
the stimulus to the ticking of the
operators' keys. .

C. F. von Herrmann, who knows
more about weather and the things
that happen out of the ordinary in
the skies and under the earth than
most anybody avallable, says that
this is the flest time he had seen
the display in Atlanta, and Mr, von
Herrmann has heen in the city for

2 vears. '

| There has been almost as many
| attempted explanations of this elec-
trical phenomena as there have
. been of the four dimension, and all
of them are just as easy to unders
stand as each other. Which is not
at ‘all. The most popular,.. and
latest theory, said Mr. von Terr-
mann, is the “electron’” theory. It
would take too long to explain:fit
here, and besides its rather hard
to learn science .over _the tele-
phone, after Mr. von Ierrmann's
office hours.

Mugznetie Storms.

Magnetic storms usually, follow
distinet displays-of the northern
lights, it is said, and then it is that
the telegraph companies have all
manner of trouble in transmitting
their messages,” owing to  the pe-
culiar obstinac¢y electrigity as-
sumes on such oceasions,

And magnetic storms arc trace-
able, it has been rumorcd, to dis-
turbance among the spots on the
sun. It may he presidential candi-
dates, heavyweight champions ' or
almost anything that causes  the
sun to change its spots in_such an,
'un-leopard-like manner. Whigh is
' getting away. from the. main. issue:

That the aurora borealis was dis-
tinctly visible' in Atlanta on'Tues-
day night, and that the fact is an
event tn - Atianta’s’ astYonémlcn}
history. L ’ R

Pelegraph Service Demoralized.
New York, March 22.~—Aurora
Borealis was attacked tonight with
spring fever, He kicked up his
heels, danced all over the sky and
put telegraph wires out of commis-
sion from the Atlantic seaboard to
the far west.

The wire chief of the Western
Union headquarters tried to take
the patient's *pulse,” but reported
the company had no instruments
strong enough to measure the volt-
age in the electrical currents which
swept ncross the” heavens. Nature's
skylarking in. the, northlahd made
telegraphy an Impossibility for fif-
teen minutés—a record- in“this, vi-
cinjty—and~ caused n flurry in.
newspaper-offices all-over the coun-
try when news$ westward bound
.was held ups. . o, -
5 ‘There werevinterruptions’ i -tel-
ggraph gervice ‘early in the eve-
ning, - but- the complete tia~up came
at  9:45. By 10 ‘o’clock Western
‘Uniot reportdd it vas beginning to
recover some of.its circuits,. but a
realiznment or ~ halancing -was
necessuary. .

The A. T. & T. company, which
also reported its telegraph secrvice
was completely demoralized, said
the northern lights had not inter-
rupted its, Jocal or Iong-distance
relephone service. Cable terminals
were hard hit, while wireless ap-
paratus waged an unequal fight
against nature for command of the
air, : .
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