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AFFAIRS IN FRANCE.

Latc Paris Gessiv — Alexander Dumas’
Letter—Sardoun’s Now Play—Tokens ot
Rts Specess.

From Our Own Correspondent.
Paris, Thursday. Feb. 8. 1872.

The past few days have been particularly
rich 1n incidents and events, and I hardly know
where to begin my rupping commentary upon
them. It is pot often that we have 80 many
11eas orowded into so short a space of time. The
yeinarkable letter of ALRXANDER DuMAS, fils;
the excitement over  Rabagas,” the new five-
aci comedy, DY VICTORIEN SARDOU ; W€ pari-

tic subseriphion for the pavment of the war
indempity ; the votes in the Assembly agamst
the return to Paris, and the Enghsh Treaty of

Commerce : the resignation of M. CASIMIR

PERIER 88 Minister of the Interior: the split

between the two monarchical factions, and be-

tiweon the halt-formed fusion of the Legitimists
aud Bonapartists ; tbe rumor of a new Russian
alliance and a grand aurora borealis—are among
the promnent topics which have been erowded
juto the past three or four days. With all shia
the bourse has bLeen agitatled and uncer-
tawn, but, owng to the return of fine
weather, none of these things, the flve-aot
comedy excepted. have produced the usual
awount of flutter and excitement. Sunday
moruing dawned warm, bright and beautiful,
the sun came out with the strength of 8pring-
tide, and. forgetting everythmgz else, fout le
110nde, thought only of passing soclety 1D review
along the Champs Elysées, or of joining the long
trams hurrying away to the Bois de Boalogue.
During the evening it was warm enough to sut
gut ot doors along the boulevards, and goasip
would bave had its swing bad not a splendid
aurora-polaris, to use the lateat expression, come
to furnish a snbjeet of conversation and ouri-
osity, and to direct attention {rom the topics of
the gday. It was a splecdid show, rismg just
over the Arc de I'Etoile, and, in{broad, crimson
ravs stretehing up to the very zenith. Nearly

everyone fancied that it was the reflection of a

vast incendiary beyoud Les Invalides, or toward

Autrnil, and it was only when the reporters, who

had hastily left their bocks to run off after an

iteam, began to return, that we lg_new the charac-
tor ofthis grand display. 1t was notequal, how-
ever, to the grand aurora of 1870. and converaa-
tion tarned upon recollections of the three Oc-
tuber nights when the sky was blood-red from
horizon to horizon.

ALEXANDRE DUMAS' LETTER,

The letter of ALEXANDRE DuMas arrived at
an anfortunate moment tor its success. Fora
foug time we have known that DUMAS was pre-
paring a* second letter,” which was to exceed
the first by many degrees, and in literary and
journalistic circles it has long been expected. It
¢ame upon the very day of a “ first representa-
tion,”” and that, as I have told you, takes prece-
dence of all. A few proof-sheets were sent to
18 Press as an appetizér for the public, and
this instalment was srowded away 1nto odd cor-
mners by the first critiques of SARDOU’S play. It
is impossible for me to give you anything hike a
comprehensive account of this fetter. It iscle-
wor, sarcastic, and admirably well written; it
abounds 1n sharp thrusts at his conntry and
countrymen, and in brilliant, sparkling meta-
phor. It has been polished and repolished
for woeks and weeks, and it was meant to fall
upon us hike a maguificent piece of fire-works at
tho end of a féte. It would be unfair to liken
it to JULES JANIN’S “ Lundis.” for JANIN is
podantic and heavy in comparison with DUMAS.
In » word, it was intended tor a sensation, and
wouid have made one beyond question, had it
not fallen in with the new piece at the Vauder-
wille. ¢ Rabagas” took the fancy of the crowd
and became the “i1dea ” of the moment. Two
daya later a new instalment of the letter was
nont out, but that fellin with the vote against
the return to Paris, and now, if the editor of
the review in which the letter is to appear, is a
wise man, he wiil withhold his edition until he
can reasonably hope for a day of calm. One
point only can I notice now. M. DUMAS says
that there are no literary men, who can be so-
called, 1n any other country, and that France
haalong furnished both ideas and literature to
the whole world. Thisis aaid flatly in 80 many
words, and our literary men, or those we are ao-
oustomed to regard as such, can see the estimate

ut upon them by the author of “ La Dame aux

amélias ” and *‘ La Princease Georgesa.” It
may be imagined that M. DuxAs haa reference
to dramatic writers, in which case he would
bhave a good show of reasou for bis bold asser-
tion, but, unfortunately, he himself takes care
to preclude that interpretation.
SARDOU’S NEW PLAY.

But “ Rabagas,” or the reign of the advoocates,

ust take the first place in the events of the
day. It is a satire of a very ancient model.

Every page of tbis political satire, given 1n the

form of a comedy. reminds us of ARISTOPHANES.

Jabagas i8 GAMBETTA, Or JULES FAVRE, Or

RicarD; say some, he is the modern CLEON;

others assert, hut all agree in saying, that the

advocate of Monaco is a pleture drawn from

Itfe. After all men have been pretty mmeh the

same 1n all stages of the world, as far as charac-

tor 18 concerned, and I do pot see why any one
should be startled to find that ARISTOPHANES
bhas given us a perfeet picture of today, or that.

CLEQN 18 a portrait of 3 class of men who have

Blways existed and always may exist. CLEON

was the Gambetita and Favre o0f ARISTO-

PHANR’S time, say 425 years before Christ, and

porved as a2 model. just as these well-known

wdvocates bave sat to SARDOU for the por-
4rait of Rabagas. PLUTARCH, that shrewd ob-
gerver.of men and things, who kept a diary, has

Yeft us a small sketch of the Rabagas or Gam-

Dotta of thoseearly days. * CLEON,” he says, 1n

effsot. ¢ without any regard for the decency of

Pubdlfc meetings, was the firat to give an exam-

Ple of shouting out with all his force, of throw-

:uz down his robe behind bhim, of striking vio-

ently upon his thigh, of walking up ard down

the tribune during his speech : and in that way

e introduced among those who administered

Public affairs a license and ocontempt for all de-

eorum which caused great disorder and confu-

sion in the affairs of the Republic.” 1t must be

added, also, tbkat CLEON set himself up for a

QGeneral, and vauntea his own strategy. He was

for war to the death, and, indeed, he did die

like a soldier, nuder the walls of Amphipolis.
TORENS OF SUCCESS.

There is tlie precedent for Rabagas in the hero
of ARISTOPHANES and PLUTARCH, and for mod-
818, to give the picture a modern dress and arr,
aat the advooates of the 4th of September. One
mast confess that it requires uncommon talent
to make the 0l@ Greek drama succeed at Parig—
untess, indeed, we may argue from the success
of the German Passion Play that our tastes are
reverting to the old standaré—but there can be
po doubt that SARDOU has met with success. The
firat evidence of 1t was the attempt to mob the
autbor, hiss down his play, and create a riot in
the theatre. The second was 1n the deputation
to M. THIERS, asking him to suppress the play
because it was Borapartist and oftensive to the
people. M. THIERS s0 far yielded to his own
anger that bhe wrote an order of suspension, but
bhe changed his mind after a meeting of
the Council. It the people are offend-
ed by the political sentiments of the
drama, let them stay at home, which Les Débats
advises them 1o do. M. THIERS said. however,
that the piece would be stopped if the disorders
of the second might were repeated, and a large
crowd went to the tbeatre for the purpose of
repeating them. Bat the friends of 8ARDOU, or
©f BONAPARTE, Or the lovers of tair-play, were
too strong lor these soc-called. Republicans,
whose feelings had been injured by a satire, and
they saw themselves in a dilemnma where it was
®ither silence.or a rapid and brusque journey
down the stairs or out of the nearest window.
A large force of Police were in and around the
buildings, and dispatches were sent every flve
or ten minutes to thie Chief of Police.” Yet.the
petitions do not cease, and I am oonfident that
the drama will scon be cloged bypnbnedecrpe.
All of tho papers opposed to the Emmtetall
upon SARDOU in the most terrific manner. The
sagnificent JULES JANIN, who, sinee his en-
tranoce into the Academy, has assumed s lofty
and patronizing atyle, saya: “Go away, little
man; we want none of your stale politioal leg-
sons. You have uo longer the art to amusg tha

threateved to raise.

people. Wo have given you your ahﬁ’i% ténp-

plause. and now you can &top aside;f %

timo the house 18 crowded ovm'y

large number of young men, RO aspt

family ot Rabagas, go nightly to 866 the" pl

the purpose of jolnineg in the free fight the Ra-

publicans (stngular Republicans these) have
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